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(mmél"aﬂqu) Increase of Acidification Efficiency by Using Immobilized Acetobacter aceti

WK with Luffa Sponge in Airlift Fermenter
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Corn wine containing 10.1% v/v was prepared as substrate for vinegar fermentation. It w%s%r?ne?tg Ig the
yeast, Saccharomyces cerevisiae M30, for 5 d at 30-32°C by using recycle cell fermenter,

In this study, the airlift fermenter with mash recycle (AF-MR) was used for acetic acid production by the
starter, 4. aceti WK. The 200 L/h of mash recycle was recommended. In case of oxygen supply to the
fermenting mash for maintaining the dissolved oxygen (DO) in fermenting mash, no effect of oxygen supply
on adaptation of 4. aceti WK fixed on surface of luffa sponge was found.

Immobilized cells of A. aceri WK on surface of luffa sponge (ICA-Luffa) could support the increase of
acidification efficiency by AF-MR with 200 L/h of mash recycle at 30-32°C. Based on 6% acetic acid
production, the 6-9 d of fermenting period was found in ICA-Luffa instead of 14-15 d by no ICA-Luffa
condition.

The supply of alcohol during fed-batch fermentation of vinegar was studied by using ICA-Luffa in AF-
MR. It was found that twice cycles of fed-batch was able to conduct within 20-21 d. The acetic acid was up
from 6.2% to 7.5-7.8%. On the other hand, only one cycle of fed-batch fermentation was consumed for 36 d
by mo ICA-Luffa process. The acetic acid was increased from 6.2 to 7.6%. Finally, the fed-batch
fermentation in AF-MR was not suitable for this study based on its more production period consumed.

The semi-continuous fermentation was designed for this vinegar production using ICA-Luffa in AF-MR.
The suitable discharged rate was 50%. The 6.8-7.2% acid was produced within 4-5 d. The higher acetification
rate (ETA) was 0.0183%/h to 0.0260 %/h when compared with the ICA-Luffa in stirred tank reactor as
previously reported by Krusong et al. (2010). This was due to the high amount of free cells and immobilized

cells of 4. aceti WK in this fermentation process, the ICA-Luffa in AF-MR.
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Factors concerning the scale-up of this vinegar pilot production process by ICA-Luffa in AF-MR was
designed. The recommended factors was as follows: size of AF-MR, 600 L; rate of mash recycle, min. 200
L/h; amount of luffa sponge, 20-30%w/v; fermentation system, semi-continuous; discharging rate / charging

rate, 40-50%.



