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The purposes of this research were to develop and test the efficiency of communicative
business reading exercises for the third-year-vocational-certificate- students in Darunaratchaburi
Commercial School , to compare student’s English reading ability before and after using the exercises,
and to study students’ opinions about the reading exercises.

The sample consisted of the randomly selected class of 30 third-year-vocational-certificate
students during the second semester, academic year 2008. The students studied eight reading exercises.
The duration of the experiment covered 20 class sessions over a ten-week period. The instruments used
for gathering data were : 1) The communicative business reading exercises 2) a reading proficiency test ,
used as a pretest and posttest and 3) a questionnaire on opinions about the English reading exercises.
The data were analyzed by the statistical means of t-test, mean and standard deviation.

The results of the study were:

1. The average of the 8 English reading tests was 80.08 percent, whereas that of the posttest
was 79.42 percent (higher than the 75/75 criterion). This means that the efficiency of the communicative
business reading exercises was at the highest level.

2. The students’ English reading ability after using the communicative business reading
exercises was significantly higher than the ability before using the communicative business reading
exercises at the 0.05 level.

3. The students’ opinions about the communicative business reading exercises were highly

positive.
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