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in the past, “Ka Lae ™ house was a residence for wealthy people or those in a high society. The
whole house was made of wood with the most outstanding part at the gable. The house must be
constructed by an efficient and careful crafisman. Also, only qualified materials during the period were to
be used for constructing the house. There was a specific pattern for “Ka Lac House™. It had to be a double
house with more than 1 bedroom. The first floor would be an open area for doing the family’s activities
whiie the upper floor would be the place for dwelling and relaxing.

Newadays, newly-constructed “Ka Lae™ houses arc much different from those in the past. A
pattern for “Ka Lae™ house has been applied in constructing an ordinary house without realizing the
original pattern of the “Ka Lae™ house. This leads to the problem in disappearing of the actual concept of
the “*Ka Lae” house, Besides, qualified wood for building the house is expensive and not widely available
these days, so it is hard to keep the concept of building the house in a wooden structure. Also, lack of
efficient craftsman with an actual understanding in “Ka Lae™ house concept is one of the problems.

This research will study on the general descriptions of “Ka Lae™ house concemning the matenals
used and constructing process. The study will propose new alternatives for the main structure of “Ka Lae™
house to the architect so as 1o be a guideline for the design of “Ka Lae™ house in terms of a contemporary
“Lanna” architecture. The research is also a crucial part in conserving the local architecture of the northem

Thailand.





