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This thesis aims to study community strengthening by community participation of
Ban Koh Pitak community, Tambon Bang Nam Jued, Amphur Lang Suan, Chumporn. The
author performed a qualitative research: observations and indepth interviews. It was found
that community strength derived from internal factors including strong leadership and
organization enhancing community participation in local activities. Kinship or family
relationship encouraged love and respect among community members who willingly
participate in local activities. The community shares common cultural practices and beliefs
resulting in effective participation, sharing of natural resources among community members
and elevated awareness of the value of natural resources. Community participation is
characterized as community gathering, natural resource management, social organization,
community learning, economic self-reliance and networking. Establishment of community-
based, vocation-oriented organizations, youth groups and natural resources conservation
groups contributed to a vibrant and sustainable community where all members partook in
managing natural resources and strategically developing them in such a way that returned
maximum benefits to the community and brought about knowledge, self reliance and
innovations. The community members had sustainable lifestyles by capitalizing on local major
resources. Community strengthening processes consisted of recognizing and tackling
problems together, communicating or exchanging information and ideas between two people
and going forward among more people. Regarding participation in activities, the Ban Koh
Pitak community took organization as an important step of community strengthening: roles
and responsibilities of community members and operations and rules underscoring activities
had been well designed and executed. As for mutual benefits, community members were
encouraged to participate in every process such as brainstorming, organizing activities and
sharing benefits in a fair and clear manner. The study results including information collected
from the community members were reviewed and analyzed so as to develop a new plan using
a comprehensive strategic and consultative process, which will guide the community in the
continued development of policy and management of natural resources to foster community
learning and strengthening, and ultimately to ensure the benefits to the community are
optimized truly by its own people.
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