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The purpose of this research is to study the physical characteristic of the selected historic
temples in relation to history of domicile, economy, society, culture and the role of reiationship between the
temples and communities. This research tries 1o clearify present conditions, reasons of changes and
problems in conservation by studying contents of historic buildings and their cultural value as well as all
factors affectting the changes. The research process includes gathering of information beneficial for
conservation and studying theories of conservation as well as atlitude and requirement of people in
communities in order to set up a conservation guide line based on community participation.

The instrument used for this research includes case studies of conservation projects in Thailand
that gave people a participation opportunity. Questionairs are dispatched as to understand attitudes and
requirement on the matters of conservation from communities. The questionairs are sent to 3 groups of
people in each community which comprises 1) a group of ordinary people 2) a group of tearned persons
such as teacrors and monks 3) a group of outsiders working within the community.

The data analysis is considered the changes of physical characteristic, economy, society and
culture of each community especially the changes of relationship between temples and communities as well
as value and attitude on conservation. Comparative studies between the studied areas and successful case
studies are made in order to reveal factors obstructing the success.

The result of the research found that value of historic buildings of the studied areas is still very
high but most of the buildings have been restored without participation of the communities. Consequently
conciousness of communities to protect these monuments as their own asset is not yet realised. Therefor the
research recommends that conservation should give early priority to the communities as to build up their
conciousness to protect their cultural heritages. The practical way is to encourage the community to
participate in setting a conservation plan by their own. Thisis also an answer to the decentralized
administrative policy of the present government as well as strengthening the community to have a good

protection and management of their historic buildings in the near future,





