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48101216 : MAJOR : HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY

KEY WORD : HORSES / ARCHAEOLOGY EVIDENCE / INITIAL PRESENCE IN THAILAND /
SOURCE OF ORIGIN / CONCEPT AND SIGNIFICANCE

SUPAWAN TANMANEE : A STUDY OF HORSES IN THAILAND FROM
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE. THESIS ADVISORS : ASSOC.PROF.SAYAN PRAICHARNJIT,
AND PRASIT AUETRAKULVIT, Ph.D., 173 pp.

The purpose of this thesis is to compile and categorize a variety of archaeological
evidence about horses in Thailand, pertaining to the initial presence, the source of origin and
their significance. The analysis was based on earthenware and stucco reliefs, bas reliefs,
ceramics, sculpture, artwork, mural painting, stone inscriptions, traditional Thai manuscripts
and ancient archives dating to between the 7"to 19‘hcentury within the geographical
boundaries of the country.

The earliest evidence of horse in Thailand dates from the protohistoric period (1%
6" century) were objects imported from overseas, as locally crafted were found in the 7"
century.

The earthenware and stucco reliefs at Julaprathon Jedi in Nakorn Pathom Province
were the oldest artwork by local craftsmen showing the earliest domestication of horses in
Thai society was practiced in the 7thcentury or about 1,400 years ago. The earliest document
mentions horses was the Panom-roong stone inscription in the 11thcentury. From phenotypical
comparisons suggested that during the 7‘“—10‘hcentury there are 2 main sources of origin,
Arabian breeds from Persia and Mongolian breeds from China. The horse played a significant
role in Buddha history and Jataka and was later considered a holy animal, a symbolic power,
strength and grace evident in clay seals and earthenware. In the 11th-13thcentury horses were
presented as a God’s vehicle, Hindu God’s stories and for esteemed gift. In 14™- 16"century
horses were mainly from China, as the king’s treasures, Buddhist stories and horse in war. In
17"-19"century were from Persia and China for royal and official activities and Buddhist
stories as evident in documentation. The decorum on the horse portrays the status of the rider
and also the story to which it representing.

Based on distinct characteristics of horse, it is found that there are five groups of
artifact, categorized into Dvaravati horse, Sukhothai - early Ayudhya horse, Sangkhalok
horse, earthenware horse figures and late Ayudhya - early Ratanakhosin horse.
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