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The purpose of this research was to conduct a comparative study of the concepts of
cosmology in Jainism and Theravada Buddhism which both belong to the Nastika group of Indian
philosophy and do not believe in the existence of God.

The results of the study show that although Jainism and Buddhism have the same points
of view about the nature of the cosmos in that there is no Creator, or Destroyer, who causes the
appearance and the disappearance of the cosmos. It was also found that the cosmos in Jainism is
persistent, eternal, indestructible and ever present, whereas in Buddhism it is not eternal and ever-
changing.

In Jainism, there is only one cosmos of tremendous size which seems to be larger than the
size of the total numbers of cosmos in Buddhism put together. The cosmos in Jainism is divided into
three tiers. Similarly, the cosmos in Buddhism is divided into three tiers. The lower tier of the
cosmos in Buddhism includes the middle tier and some parts of the upper tier of the cosmos in
Jainism. It appears that the division of cosmos in Buddhism is more related to the mind than the
region.

In addition, even though the cosmos in Jainism is not destroyed, in the realm of action
(karmabhtimi) of the middle tier as in Buddhism, the wheel of time rotates clockwise, and the state
of decaying and developing alternately moves on with it ceaselessly as in Buddhism.

This study, therefore, reveals that the concept of cosmology in Jainism is similar to, but
not identical to, the Buddhist concept, and that both of them have been apparently influenced by
Brahmanism. The concept of cosmology in Jainism, however, is probably older than that of

Buddhism as it has much in common with Brahmanical concepts.

Department of Oriental Languages Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic year 2009
Student’s SIgNATUIE ........ovvvriniiniiiiaiieiiaaaanansns

Thesis Advisors’ signature 1. ...........cooeviiiiiiniiineninnnnn 2 e





