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The purpose of this research are to investigate phrase and sentence structures
and discourse of normal and autistic children, and compare the similarities and differences
between those of the two groups. Data used for analysis consists 66 stories collected from
normal and autistic children who study in demonstration school of Kasetsart university.

The investigation shows that there are 3 kinds of sentence in normal and autistic
children’s stories: simple sentence, compound sentence, and complex sentence. Simple
sentence is most used by both groups of children. However, the two groups of children use
different patterns of simple sentence. In the normal children’s stories, there are 24 patterns of
simple sentence structure and the pattern which is most often found is [transitive verb+direct
object]. In the autistic children’s stories, there are 19 patterns of simple sentence structure
and the pattern which is most often found is noun phrase. As for complex sentence structure,
8 patterns are found in normal children’s stories and 5 patterns are found in autistic children’s
stories. The patterns which are most often used in both groups of the children are [transitive
verb + direct object], and [subject + transitive verb + direct object].

The comparison of phrase structure reveal that there are 4 kinds of phrase used in
the normal and autistic children stories: noun phrase, verb phrase, phrase of time, and phrase
of place. Noun phrase is most frequently used in both groups of children. The normal children
use 7 patterns of noun phrase and 10 patterns of verb phrase while autistic children use 6
patterns of noun phrase and 8 patterns of verb phrase. The phrase structure used by the
normal and autistic children is not different. For noun phrase, the pattern most frequently used
is the pattern of head noun and for verb phrase, the pattern most frequently used is the
pattern of main verb.

As for the discourse analysis, there are 4 kinds of cohesion strategies in normal
and autistic children’s stories: reference, ellipsis, conjunction, and recurrence. Recurrence is
the most favorable cohesion strategy, whereas ellipsis is the least favorable. The occurrences
of reference and conjunction found in the normal children’s stories outnumber those found in
the autistic children’s stories while the occurrences of recurrence and ellipsis found in the

autistic children’s stories outnumber those found in the normal children’s stories.
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