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The purpose of the thesis is to compare the Northeastern Thai and the Lao
versions of the tale of Busaba. The texts are found in palm-leaf manuscripts, written in
Dhamma script. The Northeastern Thai text, entitled Lam Busaba, is in 8 volumes, 234 pages,
dated in 1912 AD. and the Lao text, entitted Lam Kampra Pla-daek Pla-samor, is in 5
volumes, 228 pages, dated in 1931 A.D.

The result of the study reveals that the two versions are completely in common. To
begin with the objective of the story, "plara” (preserved fish, a main dish of the Northeastern
Thai and the Lao people, also called pla-daek) is taken symbolically as the cause of the story,
ieading to the theme of the Buddhist law of Karma. The work, written in prose, has been
more commonly known in the Northeastern Thai than in the Laos. The narrative is in
chronological order. The settings are realistic as well as imaginative, with more descriptive
parts in the Lao version. The characters are both hiuman and non-human, but the antagonists
are only human. The poetic dictions are versified and imaginative with various figures of
speech.

The works refiect some social aspects of both the Northeastern Thai and the Lao
people. in ways of life, social value, beliefs. and ethical instructions. It may be confirmed from
both works that Buddhism is mostly significant to the local people in all, normally politics,
routine life, custom, belief and social value. To sum up, Buddhism has been firmly established

in the Northeastern Thai and the Lao's spirit for long.





