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The objective of this research is to compare variants of literary work of ‘Nang Nak Prakhanong’.
The analysis focuses on objective, structure, plot, setting, characters, techniques, language usage, tale type,
motif and social analysis. This rescarch studies nine different versions of “Nang Nak’ which are divided into
the stories .

The study has folmd out that the purpose are written for reading and for the performances. In terms
of the written texts, six of them are considered as narrative versions and the other three written for
the performances. There are two different plots: the first is about a drunkard who dreams and seems to think
that all events become real. The second 1s the story of a wife who died of giving birth. Still, she loves
her husband so much that she, as a ghost, comes to live with her husband. He, however, doesn’t realize that
his wife 1s not a human bemng. Eventually, he knows the truth. Most versions share the same conlent,
still the difterences depend upon each author’s creativity. In terms of the characters, all versions have the same
couple as the main characters. Ior other similar charactus are monk and novice who can catch the ghost or give
moral lessons 1o this female ghost. The rest of the characters are different, depending on the content and
the length of each version. About the techniques, it is found out that there is only one version that all events
come from  the husband’s dreams. For other eight versions, the husband plays the role in the story by himself,
Most versions have chronological order. The language usage in most versions is the spoken language
since this story 1s about the life of the ordinary people. Descriptive and narrative rhetorics are found in
most versions. However, in some versions, they contain simile.

The study of tale type and motif illustrates both similarities and differences. The differences
base on background, beliefs of ghost, traditions, and cultures which are different from western society.

The social analysis of these mne versions reflects the similarity of societies, traditions and beliefs.
The differences appear in minor details based on the author’s creativity. The versions created in recent period
contain more details than those created in the past. The purpose is for the performances. In so doing,

the audience will be eniutained and be put into the atmosphere of the past.



