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ABSTRACT

In this information age, ongoing advances in information technology 1s affécting the
lives of people. Magazines are one type of mass media which is having an impact on diverse
reading audiences including women and individuals interested in religious lifestyles. This study
analyzed content related to Islamic lifestyle in Nisa Variety magazine including the magazine’s
influence on readers and their expectations. The study created an indexed database of articles
related to Islam which appeared in fifty issues of Nisa Varlety magazine published between
March 2005 and April 2009, inclusive. Content is arranged using Library of Congress Subject
Catalog Division (2008) classification Class BP related to Islam. The research was conducted
using a questionnaire to determine the content desires of the readers and to measure the influence
of the articles on those readers. The questionnaire was administered to 150 Muslim readers of
Nisa Variety magazine in Chiang Mai and Bangkok. The sample included 97 Muslim women
(64.67%) and 53 Muslim men (35.33%). In addition, in-depth interview was conducted with the
editor of Nisa Variety regarding policy and administrative management. In addition, the
researcher established a website using the Appserv Version 2.5.9 to make available an index of
the Islamic articles in Nisa Variety magazine. The website was evaluated in terms of level of
satisfaction by 20 individuals, including teachers, students, and other members of Chiang Mai
University.

The study found that Nisa Variety magazine was oriented toward women and families.
The three “very high” prominent issues included in the magazine were society and Islamic
culture, relations between Muslims and members of ofhér religions, and respect for Islam. The
styles of content presentation were information related to on-going issues, commentary, and

promotion of awareness are also at the same level.
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Survey results found that content related to society and Islamic culture, the Holy
Al-Koran, and teaching of the principles and practices of Islam were desired by readers at the
“very high” level. In terms of the impact of Nisa Variety on specific areas, the influence of the
magazine on faith (pride in being Muslim) was rated as “extremely high”. Impact on being a good
‘Muslim (properly following the teachings of Islam) and language (knowledge of specific Islamic
terms) was rated as “very high”. It was found that the magazine met the needs of the readers,
provided\knowledge, and promoted appropriate behavior on the part of Muslims.

A total of 941 Islamic articles in the Nisa Variety included in the study were indexed.
Users of the index were able to search for information by specifying keywords such as author,
Islamic issue, year of publication, and the content of the cover page. Users of the index rated their
satisfaction with the index system as “extremely high”. The log-in system, displays, and web

design of the index were rated as “very high”.





