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47103202 : MAJOR : THAI EPIGRAPHY
KEY WORD : AN ANALYTICAL STUDY / CHANTHAMUT / THE NORTHEASTERN THAI
LITERARY WORK
JATURONG PHIROMYA : AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF CHANTHAMUT,
A NORTHEASTERN THAI LITERARY WORK. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF.

KANNIKA WIMONKASEM. 361 pp.

The purpose of the thesis is to study of a Northeastern Thai Literary Work entitled
CHANTHAMUT written on palm-leaf in Thai-Noi script ( the Northeastern Thai version) by an
analytical method. It is in 232 pages, dated in 1858 A.D.

In general the result of the study reveals that CHANTHAMUT is a Thai literary
works in a form of a fable or Folktale written in verses. Some parts of the tale are similar to the
stories of Buddha’s former Births and some other local folktales. It is assumed that the writer
composed the new story based on the most favourite parts of local people and the outstanding
motifs from many other stories. The main purpose of the writer is to entertain readers and insert
the main theme of this tale i.e. One should not look down upon the inferior.

From the point of view of the literary aesthetics, the result of the thesis reveals that the main
theme of the story focused on the concept of not insulting the inferior. The plot is similar to many other
tales and some parts of the stories of Buddha’s former Births. The narrative is in chronological order and
inserted some past events in the story. The characters are both human and inhuman, but the antagonists or
immoral characters are only human. The tale always utilizes simple but beautiful words which can make
readers had fun with the story. The use of suitable words and descriptions can entertain and encourage
reader’s imagination along with the main theme of the tale.

In Social aspects, the story reflects the Northeastern local people’s ways of life, social
values, custom and beliefs during that period, which all related to Buddhism. It is evident that the

Northeastern people’s society consists of Buddhists who are firmly faithful in Buddhism.
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