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259 pp.

The purpose of this thesis is to study two important disciplinary texts of Buddhism
i.e. the Millasarvastivadavinayavastu which is a text in Sanskrit and the Vinayapitaka which is
in Pali with special reference to Civaravastu and Karmavastu by the comparative method.
The result of the study is as follow;

It is evident that the Civaravastu in Miulasarvastivadavinayavastu dates back to
around 3 or 4 century A.D., and was reproduced in accordance with a similar portion called
‘Civarakhandhaka’ in Vinayapitaka which dates back to 6 century B.C., but the structure of
both texts is slightly different. All sequences of contents of both are almost similar except a
portion called ‘Uddana’ which in Pali meant ‘the utterance or verses of summary’. In
Civaravastu, the ‘Uddana’ was put at the beginning of the text, whereas in Civarakhandhaka it
was at the end as its concluding verses. In the same manner when we compare the
Karmavastu in Sanskrit with the same type of text in Pali called ‘Campeyyakhandhaka’, the
structure and sequences of both texts are clearly different. The contents of the former are 3
times shorter than the latter.

In details, both Civaravastu and Civarakhandhaka consist of the history of Civara or
saffron robes for Buddhist monks and The ways how to use and take care of the robes. It is
noteworthy here that both texts deal with the biography of Jivaka Komarabhacca or
Kumarabhrta, the great medical doctor who was the first layman to offer a saffron robe to
monks. Furthermore, the biography of Visakha, the great laywoman who was the first one to
offer a bathing saffron robe in Buddhist history. Although the sequences in both texts are
almost similar, but some significant differences can be easily noticed, especially in the
portions dealing with biographies of Jivaka and Visakha. The Civaravastu gives more details
of both persons and emphasized on the personal issues much more than the main theme of the
text, i.e. the origin and how to use Civara. Some details, especially Jivaka’s parents and
Visakha’s intelligence in both texts are totally different. Besides, it is notable that some
details of biographies are quite similar with some motifs in Pali Dhammapathatthakatha and
Jatakatthakatha and in Sanskrit fables such as Paficatantra and so on.

Moreover, Campeyyakhandhaka shows clearer details of Sanghakamma, an act or
ceremony performed by a chapter of Bhikkhus assembled in solemn conclave, for the
Buddhist Order with full explanation, whereas Karmavastu presents only some details,
sometimes without any explanation. This is a reason why the former is longer than the latter
and their contents are clearly different.

However, Sanghakamma relating to Civara or saffron robes and Karma or the
practice of the Buddhist Order played the important role in Buddhist society, especially
Monks’ Order. The Civara is the Order’s visible symbol which represents their moderate and
simple life, meanwhile Karma was laid down by the Buddha for monks in order to be their
ways of living and good governing tools of the Order.
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