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The main purpose of this thesis was to study and compare the iexical usage
among 5 Tai Dialects spokenin Ratchaburi Province, namely Tai Song, Tai Yuan, Lao Khrang,
Lao Wiang and Lao Doem. The hypothesis was the lexican in Lao Khrang, Lao Wiang and
Lao Doem had more relation than Tai Song and Tai Yuan.

In this research, the researcher composed a wordlist of 730 semantic units, classified
into 15 semantic fields, and then interviewed 4 informants for each dialect. Social factors such as
age, gender, education, accupation and residential background were considered in the selection of
the informants. The researcher chose 700 semantic units and analysed the lexical data according
to linguistic theories, and then analyzed the pattemn of the lexical use.

The finding was that the lexical use in Ratchaburi Tai Dialects, namely Tai Song, Tai
Yuan , Lao Khrang, Lao Wiang and iLao Doem could be devided into 2 categories; (1) the use of
synonyms, (2) the use of antonyms.

The lexical use of Lz2o Khrang, Lac Wiang and {.ao Doem related to each other more
than Tai Song and Tai Yuan. The finding, therefore, was as expected.

In addition, the result of this research was similar to the prerious research on sound
relation of dialects, namely Lao Khrang, Lao Wiang and Lao Doem, which showed that they were

more related than Tai Song and Tai Yuan.





