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Determination of synthetic - color additives in tablets and capsules were performed.
Ten samples were extracted with 10 % acetic acid and water then cleaned up by column
chromatography. The eluates were concentrated and identified for the color additives by
paper chromatography then confirmed and determined by spectrophetometry. Water
soluble synthetic dyes which are permitted in food; Ponceau 4 R, Carmoisine, Erythrosine,
Tartrazine and Brilliant blue FCE were found within a range of 0.0193 and 0.4781 mg
/tablet or capsule that could be harmful to consumers because Remington, The Science
and Practice of Pharmacy said that the dye solution in liquid preparation or solution
usually should come within a range of 0.0005 and 0.001 % [0.025-0.050 mg/5 ml.
(teaspoonful) or 0.075 — 0.150 mg/ 15 ml.(tablespoonful)]. Excessive amount of synthetic —

color additives in capsule or tablet should be regulated by the Ministry of Public Health.





