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The purpose of the thesis is to analyze the Along Din Niaw, a Tai Khuen literary
work. The text is found in a copy of manuscript, written in Tai Khuen script. It is of 6
volumes, 205 pages and dated in 1972 A.D. The study includes a comparative study with Phra
Chaw Din Niaw, a Lanna Literary work written in Dharma-Lanna script on 6 volumes of
palmleaves, 107 pages and dated in 1964 A.D.

According to the study of form and orthography of Tai Khuen script, it has been
found out that there is similarity between Tai Khuen and Dharma-Lanna script. The
consonant symbols ccnsist of 32 superscript forms and 27 subscript forms, 19 vowel symbols,
8 extra-vowel symbols, 3 tone marks, 7 extra symbols (used in combination with letters),
1 punctuation mark, 10 numerical symbols. In the orthographic aspect, the consonants have
both functions as initial and final consonant which can be combined with vowei symbols and
possibly combined with tone marks and some other extra symbols.

The comparative study of art of composition has shown that the poetry in both
Tai Khuen and Lanna version is similar in content, plot, theme and characters. It is the story
of an impoverished man who moulds a Buddha image out of clay for donation. The story
conveys the message of the merit of donation whicl depends much more on good will than
the value of things. The narrative style is a Jataka tale. It was written in verse (Rai or Dharma Sroi)
by using simple words with melodious rhyming sounds. In the social aspect, this work
illustrates the ordinary life of Tai Khuen and lanna people in many points such as
accommodations, occupations, cuisite and eating habits including traditions, belicfs, values
and moral principals as a result of Buddhisni. The result of ihe comparative study has led to a
presumption that the Tai Kimen version might be the pattern of the laiter one, which was
copied by Lanna people later but still remaining the main content. There are also rhymes in
Tai Khuen style being used in the poetry of Lanna version. But the using of loan words from
Tai Yai language are inaccurate. Moreover, some beliefs or local values were excluded from
the text for being different from those of Lanna people.



