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This research aimed to study the effects of drying air temperature and
thickness of Phlai (Zingiber cassumunar Roxb.). The energy consumption and the
optimum conditions to provide the good quality of dried product were investigated.
The experimental results of drying Phlai with heat pump dryer and hot air dryer were
compared. The last analysis was breakeven production per year of Phlai drying with
heat pump dryer. The experimental drying conditions were 40°C, 45°C and 50°C of
air temperature, 70% of the evaporator bypass air ratio and 1756 kggry air / h of air flow
rate. The sliced Phlai thickness were 0.25 and 0.75 cm. The final moisture content of
dried product was approximately 10% (db.). The results were as the following : in the
case of 0.25 cm thickness (40°C, 45°C and 50°C), the total performance of drying was
‘better than that of 0.75 cm but the latter condition provided better quality of dried
product (essential oil content and yellow color). The comparison between the
experimental results of drying Phlai with heat pump dryer and hot air dryer showed
that the heat pump dryer had better performance and quality of dried product than hot
air dryer under the same drying condition.

It was found that the heat pump dryer for drying process of 0.25 cm thickness
at 40°C provided the good total performance. The average specific energy
consumption was 14.83 MJ / kgproauct , the average specific moisture extraction rate
“was 0.197 kg water evap. / kWh , the average drying rate was 0.338 kg water evap. / h and the
coefficient of performance of the heat pump was 8.49. The optimum conditions to
acquire good quality of color and essential oil content of dried product were 40°C and
0.75 cm thickness. The yellowness value was 70.46 + 1.78 and the essential oil
content was 1.4 ml/(30 gury product)- The optimum conditions to analyze the economic
_cost of dried product were 45°C and 0.75 cm thickness. The result of breakeven
production per year of Phlai drying in this research was 366 Kgary product-





