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The texts dealing with the world as appeared in Theravada Buddhism which is mainly transmitted
through Pali language began to be compiled in Sri Lanka in the later part of 16" century. Similar texts appeared
in ancient Myanmar as well. The accounts of. the world also exist in Buddhist Sanskrit texts. Accounts on
Buddhist cosmology appear not only in written form but also in the form of paintings in manuscript books. As
evidenced by the documents in Dhonburi period the manuscript book with paintings on Buddhist cosmology is
called the Samud-bhab Traibhumi, the [llustrated Traibhumi book. The Samud-bhab Traibhumi(ST) used for
this study consist of thirteen books of which ten books are in the custody of the National library, Bangkok, and
three books in private coAllections. Of all the thirteen books, the oldest one seems to belong to early part of 7"
century. The ST books seem to be the imaginary maps that somehow depict Ayudhya and Bangkok as part of
Jambudvipa, the ancient imaginary Indian sub-continent. The stories that appear in the ST books are drawn
from various sources which cannot be definitely identified. Some stories are probably local creations. The ST
books used for this study do not have Traibhumikatha composed by King Lithai of Sukhothai as their source.
Some of the iconographical patterns that appear in the ST books seems to have connection with those of Pagan
of ancient Myanmar and others with those of area around the Tonle Sap of Cambodia. Some of the
iconographical pattern seem be independent of the Pali tradition. For want of space the composition of paintings
in the ST books sometimes differ from composition in the wall paintings and from the actual forms of the

architecture. The implications of the paintings in the ST books differ from those of the wall paintings and actual

architecture as well.
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