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Construction of Suvarnabhumi International Airport has a tendency to cause impacts on
the vicinity. Thus the government had set up a city planning project by proposing conservation of
community and vernacular architecture of 5 market places. The author chose the Nong Chok old
market for-a case study since it had a long historical record, possessed a unique architecture, and
had a long continuous ways of living within community. Also, the architecture there was evaluated to
be under a threat of changes both in physical characters and functional activities.

Research objectives were to answer questions about origin and developments of the
community; relationship of architecture and its physical environment, way of living, economy, and
believe; iocal wisdom for architectural creativity; trends for existence and changes; and also to find
means for conservation and development of this heritage.

The studies were carried out through documentary research and field surveys.

The results of studies were summarized in the following:

Physical characters of the shophouses of the old-market in Nong Chok had been
evolved from its relationships with physical surrounding, and community way of living.

Wooden shophouses in the market were under threat of developments. Tendencies were
that the shophouses would undergo changing with time, both, in physical and functional uses of
space. Butwhat seemed to persist after a long lapse of time, were people’s way of living.

Conservation and development concepts are to maintain relationship between
community way of living and its surroundings and using local wisdom for restoration and adaptation

for sustainability of the heritage.





