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The purpose of this thesis is to study the architectural characteristic of Wat
Rachathiwas and influences impacting the buildings of the temple. The study process
involes the history and the development of society, culture, politics on the riegn of King
Chulalongkorn, as well as physical form of Wat Rachathiwas.

The result of the study reveals that Praubosot, the most important building
built in the riegn of King Chulalongkorn by Prince Narisranuwattiwong, is an ingenious
creation which has influence of ancient Khmer's art and Thai architecture. The building
also shows the political concept of King Chulalongkorn.

King Chulalongkorn has the opinion that Wat Rachathiwas or Wat Samorai was
built in period of La — vo, an ancestor of the Thai race, and La - vo civilization also
included cuilture of the Khmer. Consequently ancient Khmer architectural style was the

preference of the king and it was picked up tc be the design of this newly restored

temple.





