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ABSTRACT

-

The aim of doing this thesis is to study the srchitecturel structure
of Wat Arun-Retchawararam. The studies “include history of architecture,
historical background, inberioru grchitecture (in the temple itself), the

importance of symbolism and its sishlficénce in Thai erchitecture particularly
in that era. g

This thesis started in the beginning with the historical backgraund
from Thonburi period vto Rattanakosin, where for the first time history was
being recorded. It include the coronation of different kings up until the
present btLime. It slso shows the consﬂfuction. restoretion and important everts
associated with the origin of Wat Arun-Rajchawararam in details,

For an exaqple, Wat Arun-Bajchawararam was the chosen place for
Emerald Buddha before Wat Pra-Srirattana Sadsadaram. This was quite important
in the history of Wat Arun-Rajchawararam. [t was slso important Because of its
locationy being on the bank of Chao Preya River and secoﬁdary because it was
next to the King Iung Thonburi‘'s Palace. All these factors had made Wat Arun-
Rajchawararam becsme the most important Wat that situsted oppesite the island
of Rattanakosin. Wat Arun-Rajchn'n;aran hes been well looked afterthough

the centuries, As it is an important place for speciel ceremonies like Royal

Barque ceremony and Kra-Tin ceremony.



To study Wal Arun-Rajchawararam’'s architercutal structure, this thesis
has been devidial into 3 masin parts and ! small.

The wmain parts are Prang, Ubosct and Vihara. The other bart explains
the decoration of Wat, composition and the special design of Wat for ‘special
purposes. (s

The‘ noét jmportant part of Wat Arun-Rajchawararsm is the main Prang
whach nas built during &1ng Rams 3. 1t was the best of its kind, The Pranyg of
Wat, Arun-RaJchanararsn ;\s built as a model of cosmologic diagramme which was
shown in Tribhumi., This figuration became a symbol in buddist religion., It was
also the earl& Rattanskosin period. -

fhe cosmologic diagramue:ip Tribhumi is emphasised in the last pért of
this 4thesis. This includes tﬁérstudies of symbolism, architectural plans, and
| sgructures of Prang, Ubosot and Vihara, They were the best and most skilful
sturctures at that time. The Prang wes besutiful, enormous and architecturally
correct. These conclude the studies of development and construction of Prang.

Wat Arun-Rajchawsrsrsm ig» one of the most important landmerk of its
¥ind. 1t showed the effort, ski{l and harmony of people of eirly Rattanakosin,
This wmade Wet Arun-Rejchewararam unique, Materialistically vsinsble and became
a symbol of Buddism in Thai culture. Wat Arun-Rajchawararam possesses important

qualities and deserve recoquition sand care; both in historical ground and

spiritnally.



