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47106202 : MAJOR : KHMER STUDIES
KEY WORD : INSCRIPTIONS MODERNES D'ANGKOR (IMA) / MERIT-MAKING / THE

MERITORIOUS ACTIONS WHICH THERE ARE 10

KHNITTHA  ALANGKORN : AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF MAKING MERIT IN
INSCRIPTIONS MODERNES D'ANGKOR (IMA). INDEPENDENT STUDY ADVISOR : KANGVOL
KHATSHIMA, Ph.D. 152 pp.

Insciptions Modernes d' Angkor (IMA) is a book containing the contents of 40
inscriptions mostly inscribed on the inner gallery of Angkor Wat which is called in Khmer
language as “Pakan” and “Phra Phan”. All these archaeological evidences, dated between
16-17 centuries AD, show the ancient history of Cambodia including the merit-making in
Buddhism.

This independent study has focused on the way of life and forms of merit-making
practiced by Khmer people who lived in that period called by scholars as “Post-Angkorian
period”. For simply understanding, this work utilizes 10 meritorious actions called in Pali as
“Bunkiriyawatthu” to consider how post-Angkorian people made merit in Buddhism.

When considered the form of making merit in Inscriptions Modernes d’ Angkor by
Bunkiriya watthu 10, it is evident that donation or “Dannamaya” is the most popular way to
make merit. The Post Angkorians donated 13 different things such as foods, Buddha's image, flags,
copied of Buddhist cannon in palm leaves, stupas, pagodas and merit-making hall or Vihara. It is
very interesting that some of them sold themselves for the gold in order to gild the Buddha’'s images
and some freed their slaves by ordaining them to become monks and novices in front of the
honorable withnesses.

Besides, two meritorious acts, i.e. transference of merit (Pattidanamaya) and
Rejoicing in other’s merit (Pattanumodanamaya) were also widely performed. Furthermore,
the reverence (Apacayanamaya) was practiced by paying respect to Buddha's image and
Angkor Wat. The correcting one's view in accordance with Buddha's teaching
(Ditthujukamma) was performed by re-thinking one’s merit done and the impermanence of all
things. The Service in helping others (Veyyavaccamaya) was also found in these inscriptions
in the form of arduously helping others in rituals and mental development (Bhavanamaya) in
the form of ordination. Whereas, the meritorious acts hardly found were as follows:
(1) preaching Buddha's teachings (Dhammadesanamaya), (2) listening his sermons

(Dhammassavanamaya) and (3) Moral conduct (Silamaya).
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