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The purpose of the present dissertation is to undertake a study of the contents and
compositional format of the Mahayanasutralankara, and to conduct a comparative study of the said
text with similar contents as found in the Tripitaka.

It begins with the primary belief of the early Buddhism and the subsequent changes which
led to the formation of Madhyamika and Yogacara schools of the Mahayana. Then a section dealing
with the major philosophers of the Yogacara school follows together with their contributions.

The salient points found in the Mahdyanasitrilankara include the views on Absolutism,
Avidya or Maya, Realism, Tathat, Trikdya, Nirvina, Bodhisattvas, Paramitas and Yogabhiimis.

It is found that both the Mahayanasitralankara and the Tripitaka contain similar main ideas,
but different interpretations are offered, such as the views on the absolute, Realism, Trikdya, Nirvana
and Yogabhiimis. The views on Paramita of both texts are however similar. The difference in the
interpretations is likely due to the underlying motives, the .Mahayinasﬁtrﬁlailkéra puts the emphasis
on the philosophical principles whereas the Buddhist Tripitaka on moralistic training of mankind.

The Mahayanasitrilankara is written in verse of both the Varnavrtti and the Matravrtti
varieties. Fifteen meters are employed, predominantly of the Varnavrtti type. As may be expected

of a text of philosophical leaning, not many poetical embellishments are employed.
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