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SOURCES CONCERNING COMMUNITIES IN MAEKLONG RIVER BASIN AREA, BANPONG
DISTRICT, RATCHABURI PROVINCE. AN INDEPENDENT STUDY ADVISOR : ASSOC.
PROF. YONGYUTH CHUWAEN. 212 pp.

This study involves a systematic survey of sources relating to the history of
Amphoe Ban Pong, Ratchaburi Province in the Maeklong river basin with an emphasis on
content analysis and critical assessment of their reliability, especially in what way they refliect
community life and local views. The results of field research and documentary investigation
show that the Ban Pong area has a long history back to at least a thousand years.
It possesses both non-written as well as written evidences, the former being archaeological
remains and places of worship, and the latter local historical documents and literary works.
History of the Ban Pong area can be reconstructed from three kinds of source materials,
namely, archaeological data, standard “pongsawadan” histories, and local oral as well as
written histories. All these sources serve to bring to life local customs popular beliefs, years-
long traditions, and cultural heirlooms. The outcome of this study is a good source of
information which can be used in planning the future development of local communities
against the encroachment of industrialization, property development projects and expansion

of modern trade and commerce.
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