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The thesis is a study of the way of life and beliefs of the Lanna people as appeared in the Lanna
inscriptions. The study includes the relationships among the people in Lanna society.The study is based on
the information from 186 inscriptions inscribed during 1279 — 1935 (1822 — 2478 B.E.) found in eight Northern
provinces in Thailand; namely Pa-yao, Chiang-rai, Chiang-mai, Nan, Lampang, Lampoon, Prae and Mae-hong-som.

The way of life of Lanna people as appeared in the inscriptions was mainly based on merit
making of devout Buddhists . It may be distinguished into 2 categories as follows :

1. The way of life of secular society :

Merit making of Lanna people was of different social levels. It depended on the rank of people
ranging from the king, governor and noblemen to commoners. Not everybody in the society was entitled to
donate land except the king, his mother and those who were granted a permission from the king or his mother.
It was believed that one could entrust his man to work for the monastery. Most of merit makings were
construction and restoration of temples, stupas and Buddha images,etc.

2. The way of life in the sanctuaries :

A monastery was a place for educating peoples. Temple serfs might be there as a redeemer
of their parents’ debts or by family consent to work for monastery. Once they were there, they maintained
the same right of monks to be exempted from recruitment for public service. According to the inscriptions,
the beliefs of Lanna people were mainly based on Buddhism.Thus the motivation in merit making originated
from the concept of Karma, Nirvana, the era of 5,000 years of Buddhism, the Age of Sri Arya, the sacred relics,
the Buddhist divinity and the dedication for the deads and the livings. Supernatural and astrological beliefs

were significant too.





