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The aim of this research was to apply a loglinear model to the causal analysis of
the main effects and the first-order interaction effects of factors, directly and indirectly affecting
study period of the master’s degree graduates in social sciences, Chulalongkorn University. The 6
independent nominal variables were age, a leave of absent, adviser’ s characteristics, facilities,
thesis competency and problems in conducting thesis. Study period, a nominal variable, was
treated as a dependent variable. The research sample were two cohorts of 346 and 403 social
sciences graduates in the academic years 1992 and 1993, respectively, data were collected by
using mailed questionnaires, and were analyzed by frequency and percentage distribution, chi-

2 . . :
squares, Cramer’s V , log-inear analysis and path analysis.

The research results were as foliows : for the 1992 cohort, there were significant
direct, main effect of a leave of absent; and first-order interaction between age and facilities,
between a leave of absent and probiems in conducting thesis, and between adviser's
characteristics and problems in conducting thesis on study period. For the 1993 cohort, there
were both direct and indirect, main effects of a leave of absent, adviser’s characteristics, facilities;
and first-order interaction effects between facilities and problems in conducting thesis, between

age and a leave of absence and between age and adviser's characteristics.
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