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The purpose of this thesis is to study Thai poetical works for reading skill practice. The study
focuses on their significance as textbooks for Thai students and as Thai literature, as well as their other aspects
of great worth. The studied data are eleven Thai poetical works: Prathom Ko Ka Hat An, Kap Phra Chai Suriya,
Subin Ko ka, Thotsamun Suea Kho, Srisawatdiwat, Subin Kham Kap, Phraya Chatthan, Prathom Ko Kho,
Phanphrueksa, Sattawaphithan and Thotsa Jataka.

Thai poetical works for reading skill practice mostly composed in the form of Kap, a kind of thai
verse, were found at the Rattanakosin Period from the reign of King Rama I to the reign of King Rama V.
Investigating the styles of composition, I find that they could be divided into three types : the style of one final
pronounced words, the style of distributed final pronounced words and the style of mixed final pronounced
words. With regard to the content, they could be categorized into three types : didactic literature, tales and
knowledge — giving stories.

As Thai textbooks, Thai poetical works for reading skill practice emphasize the teaching of
the orthography in terms of final pronounced words. In addition, they also give more knowledge on mddulating
tone marks, vocabularies, many languages such as Pali, Sanskrit and Khmer, and prosody of Thai poetry
such as verse and jingle. Besides, they could be considered textbooks for reading skill practice in the
elementary level. Evaluating their qualifications, it is found that Thai poetical works for reading skill practice
have got many excellent qualifications for being textbooks as well as supplementaries.

As Thai literature, Thai poetical works for reading skill practice are created in the original style
of Thai literature. Moreover, the writing technique is unique with its plot, order of story, characters, setting and
thetorical language. Besides, it is also found that Thai poetical works for reading skill practice are well qualified
as good children’ s literature and their composition is plenty of beautiful sound and meanings which lead to all
the nine rasa , appreciation in various emotional and sensual effects.

Regarding other aspects of great worth, the study reveals that the works reflect the way of life,
values, beliefs and Thai customs in the Ratanakosin Period from the reign of King Rama I to the reign of King

Rama V. Additionally, the readers can get the sermons and make use of them in their living.
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