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KEY WORD : SOUTHERN THAI FORMULARS OF HERBAL MEDICINES RECORDED/ MENUSCRIPTS /
PANG'NGA PROVINCE
SUDARAT TANTA-ARIYA : AN ANALYSIS OF TREDITIONAL THAI FORMULARS OF HERBAL
MEDICINE RECORDED IN PANG'NGA MENUSCRIPTS. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. KANYARAT
VECHASAT. 365 pp. ISBN 974-464-993-3.

This study aims at analyzing traditional Thai formulas of herbal medicines recorded in 37 of Pang Nga
manuscripts considering the writing forms, writing styles, language use, beliefs, and rituals in terms of functions and roles.

it is found that the Thai manuscripts used for traditional Thai formulas of herbal medicines in Pang Nga are both
black and white Thai manuscripts, in large, medium, and small size. The use of the writing style is different from the present
use. There is no clear structure, but punctuations are used. For the writing technique, the use of the beginning and the
ending is the same as what have been found in traditional Thai formulas of herbal medicines of other regions. For the
language use, prose is used along with some dialects of the South, and some are written in the language used in the
central part of Thailand. There are also the use of comparison for colours, sizes, types and symptoms of interesting
sickness.

There are two types of beliefs found. The first one is Buddhist belief, tike merit, sin, and hell. The other one is
traditionat and local beliefs which are spiritual belief such as magic, incantation, and belief in sacred things such as the
guardian spirit of children, gods, and divinities, and faithful preceptors of medicine. In addition, there are also beliefs in
secret practice and taboos.

There are two types of ritual found. The first one is the ceremony of paying respect to faithful preceptors of
medicine in order 1o ask for permission to cure sickness or do the medical treatment, and to express gratitude to faithful
preceptors of medicine. Another ritual is Batplee ceremony (by offering sacrifice) to pay respect to the guardian spirit of
children so that there will be no obstacles or children will not get sick. These kinds of rituals can affect and cause positive
feelings to the sick.

For the functions and roles of rituals, they can be divided into three aspects which are the functions and roles of
rituals, of Thai formulas of herbal medicines, and of faithful preceptors. It is found that these affect the feelings of the sick.
Moreover, the factors affecting beliefs in curing sickness with faithful preceptors in Pang Nga are the advance in public
health, and the change in society and economic. These decrease the number of patients coming to faithful preceptors.
they play important roles to the sick, to faithful preceptors of medicine, and to the community. For the functions and roles of
traditional Thai formulas of herbal medicines, they play important roles to faithful preceptors of medicine and to the
community. For the functions and roles of faithful preceptors of medicine, they play important roles to the sick and to the
community.

Traditional Thai formulas of herbal medicines recorded in Pang Nga manuscripts is the cultural heritage that can
reflect both local wisdom and traditional Thai medicine wisdom that are worth being studied and being spread to be well-

known, as well as being conserved for the next generations.





