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Abstract

This research aimed to compare learning behavior based on professional competency
between dental students from different background, and to study the relationship between
learning behavior based on professional competency and happy learning. The 341 students of
the 5" year of undergraduate dental students were selected by a two-stage random sampling.
The questionnaire applied in this study was a 6-rating scale comprised two parts: 1) learning
behavior based on professional competency; and 2) happy learning. The alpha coefficients of
Cronbach were 0.903 and 0.809 respectively. The data was analyzed using descriptive statistics
and Canonical correlation analysis. The research results revealed dental students performed
high level of learning behavior based on professional competency (M = 4.68 — 4.71). Dental
students studing in small university performed higher level of learning behavior based on
professional competency than those in large university. Dental students, whose parents had high
income and educational level, more than bachelor degree, had higher level of happy learning
than lower group. Learning behavior based on professional competency correlated with happy

learning in middle level (42 Percentage), statistical significantly at .05 level.
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