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This master's report presents the phonological study of the Khmer language
spoken at Ban Samrongbon, Tambon Saikhaw, Amphor Scidaw, Chanthaburi Province.
This study uses Tagmemic theory to analyse the phoneme, syllable, and the
phonological word of the language. The result of this study shows that there are 58
distinguished phonemes. They are 17 consonant phonemes and 41 vowel phonemes.
All consonant phonemes can occur initially and only 14 consonant phonemes occur
finally. There are also two-consonants clusters and three-consonants clusters and all
occur initially. The clusters can be divided as true cluster, cluster with juncture [ * ], and
cluster across syllable boundaries. Other 41 phonemes are vowels which can be
classified as 19 normal single vowels, 15 breathy-voiced single vowels, 4 normal
diphthongs and 3 breathy-voiced diphthongs. The length of single vowels are
significant. There are major syllable, minor syllable, pre-syllable, and nasal syllable.
Major syllables are considered as nuclear syllables whereas minor syllables, pre-
syllables, and nasal syllables are considered as peripheral syllables. Stress in this
language is predictable. Words in this language are mainly monosyllable, however,

there are also disyllabic, trisyllabic, and quadrisyllabic words.



