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In this research dealing with the application of Buddhadhamma to life
development, the ex-convicts ordained at Nongpling Temple were
investigated. The objectives of this study are to observe how Buddhist
teaching affects their attitude and behaviors in daily life and how the ex-
convicts have been evaluated by the people living near the temple. The study
was carried out by means of qualitative and quantitative methodology, which

included interviews, questionnaires and documentary references. The studied
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groups consist of 27 ex—convicts ordained as monks, 5 monks at Nongpling
Temple and 300 people in the surrounding area.

The outcome to be obtained from the key informants, the ex-convicts
ordained as monks, was carefully analyzed to support the fact that after
practicing main principles such as Sammaditthi (right views), Sovacassata
(obedience), Sati (mindfulness), Sampajanna (comprehension), Hiri (sense of
shame), Ottappa (shrinking back from doing wroﬁg) and Kusalakammapatha
(ten roots of meritorious action) including the teachings from the monks at
Nongpling Temple which put emphasis on Apayamukha (causes of ruin) and
Panca-sila (five precepts) Panca~dhamma (five doctrines), the ex-convicts’s
lives have obviously developed. Most of them are going to return to secular
lives. It is thus necessary for them to keep Buddhist discipline in order to
prevent themselves from repeatingly committing wrong actions.

According to the data collected from the other two sampling groups,
most of the ex-convicted monks have been socially approved, though few of
them fail to improve their behaviors and cannot achieve the purpose of
ordination. However this research clearly presents convincing evidence that
Buddhadhamma can be usefully applied to the development of the ex-

convicts’s lives.





