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Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) are the outcome of modern
scientific development in genetic engineering technology and became a part
of globalization which no one can obstruct or avoid directly or indirectly.
GMOs are being used wholly or as part of ingredients in many products; they
can be in several forms, such as plants, vegetables, fruits, supplements,
beverages, medicines, seeds and other food products. Although the
fundamental purpose of is to render benefits to mankind and the general
public in agriculture, foods, medical treatment, health, environmental
protection and industry, there are always concerns about their risk to human
health, agriculture, environment, industry and trade.

This research focuses on the problems between injured parties (e.g.
consumers, farmers), and entrepreneurs who sell GMOs products. The

problems considered here involve the issue of liabilities arising from damage
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due to GMOs, not only from consumption of consumer products but also the
affect on the environment.

Having studied, the author found that at present there is no relevant law
applicable to liabilities directly related to GMOs products in Thailand. The
existing laws do not adequately and efficiently protect injured parties,
environment and industry. In comparison, the EU provides several protective
measures that cover injured parties who may suffer damages from the
consumption of GMOs, which also cover the environment and industry in
several respects.

In this regard, the author proposes suggestions on legal measures to
determine liabilities arising from GMOs and other measures as follows:

1. Apply or amend the existing laws with the following details:

1.1 shifting the burden of proof by applying tort laws to specific
laws, such as food laws, medicines laws whereby the violator of laws of
which the purpose is to protect the other party shall be presumed to be guilty;

1.2 protecting the consumers by demanding any business involving
GMOs products to subject to mandatory labeling requirements;

2. Enact new laws detailing the liability principles, defenses and
burden of proof, types of damage, prescription, prosecution, permission for
undertaking of business, import, duties of manufacturers and distributors and
remedy.

3. Adopt economic measures such as establishment of GMOs fund,
insurance, tax collection, tradable permit, and administrative mcésures such as

suspension or revocation of license, etc.



