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Rice mill industry, as one of the primary agro industries and major exporting items, has played its
significant role in the Thai economy. The rice mill Industry has shown its comparative advantage in
employment, whereas Suphanburi province shows high level on comparative advantage in employment in the
Central region of Thailand.

The objective of this study is to focus on rice mill patterns and trend, as well as, industrial structure in
Suphanburi province

Methodologies of this study are based on analyses of the effected factors on setting up rice mill
industry in Suphanburi province, using the questionnaire and secondary data as responded by both the public
and private sectors. The analyzed statistics are Revealed Comparative Advantage, Index of Concentration, and
Geographic Information System i.e. ARCVIEW and ARC/INFO.

The result of this study shows that Suphanburi province is significance in terms of employment in the
Central region of Thailand, as a result of the Revealed Comparative Advantage at L.Q equaled to 1.52, (L.Q.=
1.52). 1t is indicated that the pattern of rice mill industry in Suphanburi province is a high concentrative area in
the country.In 2002, the rice mill concentration areas were located in 19 Tambons of the 6 Districts, namely
Banpama, Muang, Son-Pi-Nong, Derm-Bang-Nang-Buat and Sam-Chuk District, with the concentrated index at
72.30. With regard to the changing of rice mill concentration area in year 2002 as compared with year 1997,
there was the change of setting up of rice mill industry in 4 Tambons, namely Wangnamsub, Pargnum,
Yangnon and Donjedee. Rice mill industry has its backward and forward linkages, especially the medium and
large-scale industry located in the rice mill industrial areas and on the road linking to other districts and
provinces. For example: the northern part are Sankaburi district and Chainat province; the southern are
Banglen and Kampaengsang districts of Nakornpathom province. The forward linkage industries of the rice
mill industry are noodle, animal feed meal and brick industries.The most important factors to set up rice mill
industry are raw material resources and transportation network by considering the raw material resources as the

first priority factor at 97 %, and followed by transportation network as the second priority factor at 74 %.





