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The purpose of this research were to study the styles of the architecture in Sukhothai
period by employing Wat Mahathat, Sukhothai as a case study.

Wat Mahathat is the important temple, situaed,in the mid of Sukhothai period such as the
stupa in Pum Kao Bin shape, standing in the middle as the principle stupa of the temple. Furthermore,
on the same base, there are 4 laterite Prangs, standing in the middle of each side, and 4 other brick
stupa, Prasat Yod at the four comers and in front of the principle stupa. As for the Vihara, it is situaed
to the east of the group of priciple chedis.

ftis assumed that all constructions were not built at the same time. Probably, they were
renovated in different periods. This resulted in architecture in diversified styles, manifesting influences
from many places in different periods and the continuous development in Sukhothai architecture.

Beside, this research are evidences of gradually development of temple planning in Wat
Mahathat in each period. This research will study various factors analysed above. As for the
architecture fund in Wat Mahathat, apart from the group of priciple chedis and the congregation hall
( Vihara ), there are other importants construction such as the stupa in Pum Kao Bin no.16 which is
belived to house King Lithai's ashes, the stupa in Pum Kao Bin no.18 which is assumed to house King
Thamaraja II's ashes and other like Bell-shape stupa, other form Mondop, step pyramid stupa and
Vihara.

In the analysis of data in this research, information from survey, historicat documents and
related epigraplies will be used for comporative analysis, assuming the possible form of architecture

in this temple and well understanding to development of constructions in Wat Mahathat, Sukhothai.



