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The suppressive measures, arrest and punishment of drug addicts,
under the current Thai justice system has proven unsuccessful in solving the
underlying addiction of the drug addicts. If we look at the drug addiction
statistics, the numbers keep increasing. With such a picture in mind, new
techniques should be employed to solve the drug addiction problem.

The current Thai justice system confines drug addicts who are
considered minor offenders suffering from illness alongside the hardcore
professional criminals, and as such their future is inadvertently destroyed. At
the same time the state has to face the problems of housing drug addict
inmates in overcrowded prisons, and who are forced into confinement with all
kinds of hardcore criminals. Furthermore, the shortage of security personnel

in proportion to the number of inmates is inadequate due to insufficiency of

the allocated government budget.
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After the drug addicts have been released from the prisons, they are
usually rejected by society and are therefore unable to conform to the
expectations of society. In addition, they may learn more serious criminal
behavior from being incarcerated in the same prisons alongside criminals who
have committed more serious crimes.

Furthermore, the current legal practices being pursued seems to have
serious shortcomings with respect to effectively solving the problem of drug
addiction in general; as it is very difficult to capture the major drug dealers as
they are largely removed from the street level drug dealing by the low level
retailers who do not know the identity of the major suppliers. As a result it is
almost impossible to penalize the major drug dealers (suppliers), who are the
true professional criminals.

In any event, drug addiction cases are without doubt increasing rather
than decreasing. Subsequently, it is deemed expedient to reconsider the
present functioning of the legal process, and new innovative legal measures
should be put into operation in lieu thereof; otherwise, the problem of drug
addiction will continue to exist and become increasingly more serious.

Innovative new legal measures to solve the drug addiction problem
should begin with the government changing its attitude towards the drug
addicts as being people with an illness rather than simply common criminals.
The drug addicts should be given treatment by a rehabilitation institution, and
removed from the normal justice system, instead of just penalizing them with
regular criminal sentences of imprisonment, which has proven ineffective to

date in solving drug addict’s problems.





