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48052205 : MAJOR : HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE
KEY WORD : BUDDHA-PRANG, KING RAMA THE THIRD

APINYA SANGSIN : THE STUDY OF BUDDHA - PRANG DURING THE REIGN OF
KING RAMA THE THIRD. THESIS ADVISORS : ASST.PROF. SATHIT CHOOSAENG, AND
PEERAPAT SUMRAN. 279 pp.

The study of Buddha-Prang (Buddhist pagodas) during the Reign of King Rama the third
is aimed at studying the characteristic, form of the Buddha-Prang, and its architectural component to
understand the specific characteristics of the architectural style including the concept of design.

The study found that Buddha-Prang in the Reign of King Rama the third have various
forms not only the characteristics most similar to the Buddha-Prang in the late Ayutthaya Period
which closely in the high figure and position of its plan in the monastery that usually has two Prangs
front of Ubosot (Ordination hall) on left and right side but some specific characters were emerged
from this period, for instance the layout of the monastery that Buddha-Prang was built in between of
Ubosot and Viharn (Chapel). The components in sections of Buddha-Prang are also have the unique
characteristic such as two layers of Than Prataksin (A base for walking clockwise) under the higher
base floor of Buddha-Prang that usually be double layers of Than Singha (Superimposed lion-footed
pedestals) under Than Bualukkaew (Receding tires in the form of overturned and upturned lotus
surrounded in the center by annuler) that was used to bear Ruanthat (The main part of Buddha-
Prang that usually enshrines pieces of relics of Buddha or the holy object). Ruanthat is high up from
base floors, its wall is thick and has niches on four side for place the Buddha Image or another
sculpture. Yodprang (The roof of Buddha-Prang) has six to seven layers with the high up style as
sheath of corn. The surface of Buddha-Prang was decorated with glazed tile, painted pottery and
stucco frieze.

However, after the Reign of King Rama the third, the importance of Buddha-Prang
were reduced to be only the decoration figure on the top of important buildings such as

Buddha-Prang on the roof of Prasat Phra Thep Bidorn (Royal Pantheon) in the Grand Palace.

Department of Architecture and Related Arts ~ Graduate School, Silpakorn University ~ Academic Year 2009
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