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ABSTRACT

This thesis has two principal objectives : first, to study the development of the
elephant pacification poems of the Rattanakosin Period in terms of their form, text and
language use. Second, to study the art of literature and social values of the elephant
pacification poems of the Rattanakosin Period.

The thesis is divided into 5 chapters. The introduction is in the first chapter.
The second one deals with the elephant pacification poems background and authors.
Chapter 3 studies the development of the elephant pacification poems in terms of their
form, text and languagg use since the Ayutthaya Period till the Rattanakosin Period.
Chapter 4 gives analyses of the art of literature and social values of the elephant
pacification poems of the Rattanakosin Period. The conclusion together with some
suggestions are in chapter 5.

The result of the stpdy is that there are important differences in the form of the
elephant pacification poems composed in the Ayutthaya Period , but in the Rattanakosin
Period it has changed very little. The authors strictly followed the form fixed by their
preceeding authors owing to the tradition of respecting teachers. Besides, the elephant
pacification poems are used in the royal ceremony of celebrating white elephants, the
authors might be afraid of the bad effect happening to the ceremony if the conventions
were not followed. Thus the development of the form of the elephant pacification poems

in thé Rattanakosin Period is not distinctive.



The study of the content shows that the main content of nearly all the elephant
pacification poems is similar. Yet some parts are newly created or modified by many
mothods : the addition of some subjects, some details and the change of some topics. It
is found that the most prominent content development happened during the reign of King
Rama V and King Rama IX.

As for the development of language use it is found that Khun Thep Kawee, the
author of the first elephant pacification poem, used a lot of Khmer words.I In the elephant
pacification poems of later time the use of Khmer words has been diminished obviously.
The Sanskrit and Pali words have been intensively used in the elephant pacification
poems continuously till present time. Moreover, English words were used.in some
versions, but at a specific time only due to the language use fashion.

The elephant pacification poems are also distinguished with the decoration of
words sound and meaning. The poems are also regarded as the records of the period.
They give information on society, politics, cities, Thai way of life, culture, people value,
band beliefs. Thus it can be said that the elephant pacification poems have the literary and

social values so it could be counted as one of important literary works.



