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The purpose of this research is to study the cultural development of the ancient settlements in the
lower Nan Valley prior to the 18 u'century A.D. The method of study is to 1.) colect the data from historical
documents, archzeological data, archaeological reports that concern sites and monuments, as well as
archacological finds from the sites 2.) survey the sites 3.) analyze the distinctive finds.

The results of the study indicate that there are 40 archaeological sites, including salt sites, iron ore
sites and old kiln sites. This evidence shows roles of cultural development in ancient communities of people in
the lower Nan Valley. It can be devided into 3 periods as follows : -

The Prehistoric Period (Palaeolithic Period-Bronze and Iron Age)

The people would be categorized as hunter- gatherer societies. They used stone and metal tools. It
dates from 400,000 to 1,800 years ago.

The early Historic Period (Dvaravati — Lop Buri Period) It was a contemporary community
with Dvaravati — Lop Buri communities in Central Thailand. It dates from about the 7 *-13%centuries A.D.

The Historic Period (Sukhothai-Ayutthaya Period) This period, the communities flourished as

trade route communities. It dates from the 13 ®.18"centuries A.D.





