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The objectives of study are to understand the city planning of Wiang Kum Kam in term of concept of
design and technology in Lanna ancient city planning. Secondly basic knowledge or application of the study
of Thai urban architecture would be useful in related disciplines. The methologly of study used the
interdisciplinary appear and compared evidences.

The Wiang Kum Kam was founded as the capital and trade center in 1286 A.D. In that period, there
was a transition from the Haripunjaya Cutture to Lanna Culture. The planning was combination of the pattern of
both cultures; Haripunjaya Culture evolved from various ethnic group who moved from outer region, whereas
the Yuan Culture evolved from Yuan and natives ethnic group. The site was a plain along the bank of the Ping
River similar to Haripunjaya Cuiture. On the other hand, Ku Kham, the Buddha relic’s stupa located on a
higher level in the northwest direction of the city was influenced by Yuan Culture, the landmark of Ku Kham
similar to Ku Kut stupa of Haripunjaya city. The city plan had a shape of resembly conch shell like Haripunjaya
city. Wat Kum Kam temple had the Buddha relic’s stupa at the center of city and surrounded by monasteries
at the outer comers. In accordance with the Buddhist doctrine, the axis of the plan represents that of the
cosmos. The spirit pillar, name Intrakin and sacred tree in Wat Kan Thom temple at the center of the city
reflect the Yuan Culture. The both centers were unity by a public space between them, signifying that people
in both cultures were under the one sovereign. Kad Kum Kam, the city market was located in the centre area.
The royal palace and lord’s houses were on the north of the center of the city and residential zone to the south
were all linked by two main axes which crossed the centre area.

During the 13" - 14" century A.D., atthough the urban plan changed very little, the status was
receded to a defensive town of Chiang Mai under the rule of the king. In the 15" - 16" century A.D. original
plan changed through the growth of communities. There are a lot of the building of monasteries in this period
its resumed to a religious community. The city was deserted as a result of three factors; the course of the Ping
River changed, political changed affected to the city’s function and war menace, this had taken long time.
There was the great flood through the old course of the river after it was abandoned by the war after 1543 A.D.





