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This thesis intends to study the history and development of minority
groups in Myanmar. It is found that main problems related to the minority
groups include drugs, illegal labor, and border trade.

The minority groups have a long history. They have desired independence
and freedom from Burmese domination. This study pays particular attention

to Shan, Karen, Mon, Kachin, Kayah and Wa.

During the time of U Aung San and U Nu, there were attempts to
compromise. Since the time of Newin, however, military oppression has been
used. A number of minority groups fled into Thailand and remained along the
border since they found that the place has been a good sanctuary for regrouping
and acquiring weaponry. They need money to buy necessary provisions and
weapons. This has led them into narcotics, illegal labor, and border smuggling.
This affects Thailand.

Narcotics remains the main problem for Thailand as regards the
cooperation with Myanmar. As for the labor problems, Myanmar refuses to
take back minority labor on the ground that they are against the central
government. The border closure is a main obstacle to border trade.

Minority groups have remained the crucial problem for the relationship

between Thailand and Myanmar. And this will be the case for sometime to

come.





