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The purposes of this research were1) to develop and study the efficiency of vocabulary
exercises with cartoon pictures for 4" grade students 2) to compare the students’ achievement of
local English vocabulary before and after using the exercises 3) to leam the retention of local English
vocabulary and 4) to study the opinions of the students towards the exercises.

The sample consisted of one randomly selected class of 44 students at Anuban Samut
Sakhon School in Samut Sakhon during the 2004 academic year . The experiment was conducted by
teaching the six units of vocabulary exercises. The duration of the experiment covered 24 periods
over six weeks. The instruments used for gathering data were1) a questionnaire for surveying the
local English vocabulary in 4”‘grade students 2) a vocabulary test 3 ) an achievement test and a
retention test 4) the six units of vocabulary exercises with cartoon pictures 5) six lesson plans and 6)
a questionnaire on opinions toward the exercises.

The mean and percentage were used to study the efficiency of the exercises. The
students were given a pretest before the exercises were introduced. At the conclusion of the 6 units,
the students were given a posttest. The data from the pretest and posttest were analyzed by using
the pair-sample t test in order to assess any change in the students’English vocabulary performance.
The mean and standard deviation of items were used to evaluate the opinions of students towards
the exercises. Fourteen days later ,the subjects were given the retention test .

The results of the study were : 1) The effectiveness of the vocabulary exercises with
cartoon pictures was 82.57and 76.68 percent for the practice exercises and postiest, respectively.
This means that the vocabulary exercises were highly effective. 2)The students’ achievement of local
English vocabulary after using the 6 units exercises from posttest was significantly higher than
pretest at the 0.01 level. 3) The students had the retention of local English vocabulary after using

the exercises. 4) The students’ apinion towards the 6 units exercises were highly positive.
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