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Abstract

This research dealed with on relations between local politics and Buddist monks in Kongchai
district, Kalasin province and was conducted in order to study the forms and the results of building
relationships between the local politicians and the Buddhist monks. The data were collected from
all 70 monks/people who were key informants in the field.

The results of this study were as follows:

The politicians developed relationships with Buddhist monks through 10 aspects : 1) supporting
the temple financially, 2) donating for the rituals, 3) hosting the almshouse, 4) producing religious
objects, 5) providing vehicles, 6) offering scholarship, 7) allocating a budget to develop the temple,
8) nurturing disciples, 9) supporting the Buddhist monks’ relatives to work in the sub district
administrative organization, and 10) offering money for personal affairs. In the same way, the
Buddhist monks corresponded with local politicians through 2 means: 1) conducting people to elect
the politicians and 2) allowing the politicians to campaign in the temple.

The results of building up relationship between the local politicians and the Buddhist
monks revealed that : 1) the local politicians were supported by the Buddhist monks, 2) the
Buddhist monks were patronized by the politicians, 3) Buddhist monks received a budget for holding
dharma-practice activities which encouraged people to apply Dharmic principles to their everyday
lives. 4) Buddhist monks were blamed for political partiality, 5) people had political attentiveness
by inspecting politicians’ performances. In conclusions, the people who supported Buddhist monks

were often incapable of local administrative duties.

Keywords : Buddhist monks and politics, Religion and politics, Religion in locality, Buddhist monks’
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