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The main purpose of this thesis is to study various factors related to the settlement of ancient
community at Sab Champa which is located on the eastern highland of the central plain region in
Thailand. This multicomponent archaeological site shows successive occupation dating from late
prehistoric (Iron Age) to early historic period (Dvaravati). The researcher s tudied various lines of
archaeological evidence derived from recent excavations in 2001-2002 to find out and to study factors
contributing to the settlement pattern and the relationship between Sab Champa and nearby ancient
communities.

Results of this study indicate that there are two main factors for the settlement of ancient
community at Sab Champa: the physical factor and the economic factor. The physical factor is the
prosperity of region and its ability to fulfill the occupants needs. The economic factor is that ancient
town of Sab Champa was located in the center as a hub of communications between central and
northeastern regions of Thailand. These two main factors had made Sab Champa became an important

trade center during the late prehistoric to Dvaravati period.





