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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the characteristics of
political corruption as provided by the Assets Examination Committee
(AEC)’s investigation, during Pol Lt. Col Thaksin Shinnawatra’s
administration; the awareness as viewed from Thai society in general
and the role of the National Counter Corruption Committee (NCCC) and
how it adapted during the course of the investigation and success
factors of such adaptation against political corruption. This research is

qualitative and was carried out by means of in-depth interviews with 14
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significant sources. The questions placed emphasis on (1) Political
Corruption occurrences during Pol Lt. Col Thaksin Shinnawatra’s
administration, (2) Social factors and (3) The Role of NCCC Adaptation
towards political corruption. The answers were analyzed by transcribing
the interview answers to text, and then analyzing the text by grouping
the answers, as per the research framework.

Based on the research, it is apparent that political corruption
during Pol Lt. Col Thaksin Shinnawatra’s administration had increased
more than in the past. Evidence of this was provided by the Assets
Examination Committee (AEC)’s investigation. These cases indicate a
policy corruption and conflicts of interest, which was a new and
sophisticated form of political corruption, derived from the merging of
capital power and political power. There are five distinguishing
characteristics of this new form of corruption, which comprise of (1)
business persons having influence over political groups or becoming
government officers themselves (2) the government and its leaders being
exceptionally strong due to a large election majority and its power under
the Constitution B.E. 2540 (3) the expansion of political networks into
rural areas using populist policies (4) intervention by Government in an
independent organization’s audit system, by using the power of senators
to influence the recruitment committee. (5) The use of insider information
to commit corruption discreetly by various methods.

Although the social perception and awareness of political
corruption is still low and some academic persons are still disappointed
at the current levels, it is better than in the past, especially the perception
on AEC’s investigation process and the roles of anti-corruption civic
groups. Increased awareness has lead to noticeable social and legal
reform and to the building of an anti-corruption mindset, along with the

introduction of specific anti-corruption laws.
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As for the role and the adaptation of the NCCC, it is aligning
itself and better conforming to this renewed social awareness under the
new constitution and improved NCCC law. There are couple major
directions in NCCC'’s improvement; one is the social aspect and the
other one is the legal aspect. Under the social aspect, NCCC has to
speed up presenting its work and show to the public that its role is in
line with society’s anti-corruption mindset. Under the legal aspect, the
relevant laws and constitution need to be revised so that the work of
countering policy comruption and conflicts of interest can be better
performed. In doing so, the success factors of the NCCC will be based
upon its work performance, acceptance by society, strength and seriousness
in carrying out its tasks and enhancement of its role in preventing
corruption - all working together to generate an elevated anti-corruption
social mindset.

The researcher has applied the information derived from the
survey with the political corruption theory of Victor T. LeVine and can
summarize that there are two steps in Thai political corruption; the main
process and the expansion process. The main process is the merging of
huge amounts of capital and political power which have lead to a policy
corruption and conflict of interest. The expansion process is the behavior
of political corruption and its networks, which supports the main process.

The researcher suggests society should continuously monitor
the reform process in preventing and suppressing corruption, and is of
the opinion that the NCCC needs to be further developed and enhanced,
starting with selection process for its commissioners. The building of
social awareness and the cultivation of a strong anti-corruption belief in
society is a crucial component and, the reduction of political webs and
administrative work improvement are also necessary. In addition, the

researcher suggests conducting research to study the relationship of
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policy setting against political corruption, the influence of populism
prevailing upon corruption and the trust of people in corrupt politicians,
foreign policy on corruption, the role of mass communication in preventing
corruption, the role of anti-corruption among ordinary citizens, and finally
to come up with way in which Capital can be removed from Politics in a

way that will be acceptable to Thail society.

Keywords: Corruption, Political Corruption, Adaptation of The

National Counter Corruption Commission
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