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This research aims at studying the controversy surrounding the
construction project of Bonok Power Plant in Prachaupkirikhan Province. The
focus is placed on the conflict derived from the lack of equilibrium between
citizen’s rights and the exercise of authorities by related officials. Hopefully,
this study would unveil useful information for the formulation of public
policy, policy planning, and the solutions for the problems of such project or

the projects of such nature. In terms of methodology, the analysis is based on

the intormation gathered from survey research by relying on two groups of
sample, namely, Bonak villagers and government officials.

The results of this study are as follows:

1. The conflict has been derived from different perceptions by villagers
and government authorities. Villagers hold strong conviction that it is their
rights to oppose government project until public hearing is held and its
outcome is finalized, while public officials have been insisting that villagers
shouid submit petitions through proper channels and should negotiate
peacefully.

2. However, it is surprising that both villagers and public officials hold
similar conception of public interest and do not believe that private interest

can be traded off with public interest.



