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Thailand 's northeastern region is known as the most arid area of the
country, in addition to being the poorest. The local inhabitants have been
struggling against enormous hardship for as long as anyone can remember
and have depended on the wisdom of their ancestors to guide them. Some
areas of the region have been developed and some changes have taken place,
but unfortunately these have not improved the Isaan lifestyle to any
significant degree. Quite a large number of local inhabitants migrate to the
big city every year in search of work, creating problems of social
fragmentation and cultural identity that have inspired certain groups of
intellectuals to look back and study the local wisdom that has been handed

down from generation to generation. In doing so, they discovered how
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down from generation to generation. In doing so, they discovered how
successive generations of Isaan people have managed to survive due to the
accumulated store of folk wisdom passed down to them by their ancestors.
Hence, it seems worthwhile to conduct a study regarding the means whereby
traditional wisdom can be co-opted to deal with the demands of a changing
and increasingly modern — society.

The main aim of this study is to examine Isaan folk wisdom: the
changes in society and culture which appear in the literary output of
Kamphoon Boonthawee, and the relationship between the writer and his
work. These three objectives are to be examined within the framework of an
examination of Isaan folk wisdom

The researcher collected information from various documentary
sources. as well as from Kamphoon Boonthawee's literary works, including
20 of his novel, in which local folk wisdom play a prominent part. The study
shows that Kamphoon Boonthawee s literature contains many aspects of
traditional Isaan folk wisdom, i.e. habitation, profession, the invention of
specific tools and utensils, clothing, medicine and medial treatment, art and
culture, beliefs and ceremonies, education and the transmission of knowledge,
language and literature, as well as the performing arts.

Kamphoon Boonthawee's literature not only reflects the lifestyle of Isaan

people in the past, but also the recent changes that have affected Isaan
society and culture, including changes in food and its consumption, domicile,
profession, clothing, medical treatment, traditional handicrafts and the

performing arts, as well as in the field of education. Moreover, Kamphoon

as a native of Isaan; consequently, the life of the writer and his works are
closely intertwined. He exploits his own experiences and those of his
neighbours to help create the main characters in his stories. Apart from their
literary value, Kamphoon Boonthawee 's writings contain elements of
autobiography, reflecting his own experiences, which he recounts and hands

down to the younger generation so that they can better understand the way of

life in Isaan during his lifetime .





