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The study of the problems in locating witnesses in criminal prosecutions has
been undertaken for the purpose of examining how a police officer who has the
anthority to make investigation and interrogate a suspect in criminal case performs his
duty. When a crime is committed, the police officer must to collect as much evidence and
testimony as possible in order to ascertain the facts and circumstances related to the crime
accused of and to identify and prove the guilt of the wrongdoer. Witnesses are considered
to be crucial to the process of gathering of evidence in Thai judicial system. When a crime
has been committed, the police officer or the interrogating officer must locate and bring
the witnesses who have knowledge of the case or involve in the case to give testimony
both before and at the trial stages as witnesses would have the memory and capable of
giving testimony as to the incident of the case. However, the witnesses may exaggerate or

change the story of what they have seen or heard according to their sentiment. They may
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run away or evade coming to give testimony. As a result the problem of locating the
witnesses become very serious in criminal prosecutions.

The purpose of this study is to look into the problems and causes of the people
who have knowledge of or involve in a criminal case and give statements at the
interrogation stage but refuse to appear as witnesses before and after the accused has been
prosecuted. The result of the study reveals the following are causes of people who refuse
to come forward as witnesses:

1. Thailand do¢s not have sufficient measure in giving protection to the witnesses.

2. The problem derives from the tardiness of the government or the official in the
proceedings which resulted in being unable to contact and bring witnesses thereafter since
witnesses may have moved their residences or intentionally evaded to appear as witnesses.

As the result of such problems the State should introduce a legislation or any
measure to give protection to witnesses. At the same time a government agency should be
established to directly give protection to witnesses. In addition, the provision of Article
237 bis of the Criminal Procedure Code regarding deposition should be clearly and broadly
amended so that the problems of locating and introducing witnesses at before and after the

prosecution stages can be resolved.



