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This thesis aims to study the Thai partial reduplicatives by using the historical and
comparative approaches in order to clarify their characteristics, changes and origins. The 1,127 Thai
partial reduplicatives are analyzed.  The results of the study are as following;

With respect to the historical approach, the forms and meanings of the partial
reduplicatives in the Present Thai are compared to those of the partial reduplicatives and related
single forms in the Sukhothai, Ayudhya, Ratanakosin |, and the Ratanakosin ll. It is found that the Thai
partial reduplicatives are developed from the reduplicatives, synonymous compounds, and
compounds.

With respect to the comparative approach, the forms and meanings of the partial
reduplicatives in the Present Thai are compared to those of the partial reduplicatives and related
single forms in the Thai dialects, the dialects of Tai, and other languages. The comparative study can
clarify the origins of some reduplicatives. Then the Thai partial reduplicatives could be classified into
5 groups: partial reduplicatives, synonymous compounds, compounds, loan words, and homonyms.

In conclusion, the Thai partial reduplicatives are built up by reduplicating, embedding,
compounding, borrowing, and using of homonyms. Moreover, the constituents of the Thai partial

reduplicatives may come from the Central Thai, Thai dialects, dialects of Tai, and other languages.
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