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Abstract TEISB 37 s

Title : An Analysis of Editorials in Economic Newspapers
Researcher : Assist. Prof. Warisa Plaibua
Year : 2003

The purpose of this study is to gain an insight into the editorials of Thai economic
newspapers pertaining to their content categories, writing patterns, title naming,
introduction styles, ending styles, elements of writing structure and procedure in
editorials writing. The sample size of this study covers 312 copies from 5 Thai economic
newspapers. Moreover, the interview with its editors in each newspaper is also
conducted.

The results of this study show that most of the editorial’'s contents are relevant to
politic issues; the titles are named with the summary statement technique; the
introduction parts are created by means of “telling story” styles, and the ending by
straight away summary styles. The study also shows that editorial writing structure is
compléted of 6 elements. However, most of editorial's contents were not related to the
news story on the front page.

According to the editorials writing procedure, group of the authors which usually
consists of 1-11 persons from the top rank of the organization, is authorized to decide
about topic and opinion in editorial. Writing pattern must be short, brief and hit the point.
As for the editorial topics, they are selected from human interest issues and
consequences, regardless of news on the front page. Moreover, the information
obtained from the interview shows that editorial is the most important article in
newspaper which paid an important role on the readers and the newspaper itself.
Editorial affects readers in order to criticize, analyze, explain and canvass the
complicated issue of the news to be more comprehensible. As the results, “editorial” still
needs the on-going improvement in both its content and writing pattern to serve all the

readers with most satisfaction.



