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The purpose of this research is to study the development of the middle
class during Marshal Sarit’s regime, who would play important role in
political movement later in Thanom’s regime. The study includes the middle
class’ ideology and political thought that motivated their activities before the
“14" October 1973” uprising, the analysis of their political, economic and
social roles in the 1970s which made impact on Thai society, as well as their
motives and strategies.

The study indicated that the middle class of the 1970s was the result of

economical, social, political, cultural and educational changes under the

National Development Plan of Sarit regime. Thai national development and
foreign policy characterized by their dependence on American aids had
caused many social changes and problems stemming from the unbalanced
economic growth. The dictatorship which shunned . any from popular
participation, the corruption in the government and the seize of power by
Thanom in 1973, all of these factors ignited the feeling of nationalism and the
demand for democracy. We can say that these ideologies are the synthesis of
Western influences and political thoughts which already existed in Thai
society during that time. Such ideologies are the motivation behind the social
and political movements of the middle class who demanded freedom, equality
and justice before the uprising of “14 October 1973”. They aroused the
political consciousness with the sense of political right and responsibility
among the Thai people. Their anti-imperialism and anti-dictatorial
government criticism led to political movements demanding constitutional
change, which finally led to the uprising of “14 October 1973” with the result

of toppling down the military regime.





